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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk46861206]In the United States, the term Latinos refers to the people who are of Latin American origin living in the United States (Light & Ulmer, 2016). The Latin American regions comprise the Caribbean, South America, and Central American countries. Existing evidence has shown that in the past decade, the population of the Latinos in the United States has been growing at a higher rate (Philbin et al., 2018). The growing rate of the Latino population has drawn interests from social scientists and politicians who want to understand various factors about the Latinos. Existing evidence has shown that most of the social scientists and politicians are seeking to only understand the behaviors of the Latinos regarding their purchasing power, marketing, and voting (Urbina & Álvarez, 2016). As a result, limited information is available on inequalities that Latinos face in the United States especially in criminal justice are subjected to. Therefore, it's important to show the inequalities that the Latinos face in criminal justice in the United States by highlighting the racial disparities in incarceration and sentencing based on state and federal.  Also, the implications of these findings will be discussed in detail.
The racial disparities in incarceration and sentencing based on federal
In the last decade, a report by the Hispanic center showed that the Latino composition of offenders being sentenced in the federal courts has been altered as a result of increased enforcement of the immigration laws, for example, laws on the illegal crossing (Wright, Turanovic & Rodriguez, 2016). Also, the existing evidence has shown that in the last decade, there has been a sharp rise in the number of Latino offenders being incarcerated as a result of increased border laws in the United States and tougher laws as well as the recent speedy large-scale prosecutions, for example, the use of guilty pleas (Wright, Turanovic & Rodriguez, 2016). For example, it's reported that 40% (representing four in every ten) of the offenders that were sentenced in federal courts in 2007 in the United States were Latinos (Wright, Turanovic & Rodriguez, 2016). This figure is too high when compared to the whites and black populations who were 27% and 23% respectively (Wright, Turanovic & Rodriguez, 2016). From the statistics above, it's evident that increased border laws have led to the rise in the number of Latinos being incarcerated. Also, it means that Latinos unlike other immigrants more often violet the immigrants’ laws and border laws leading to their incarceration. Regarding geography, existing evidence has shown that within five of the nation’s 94 US district courts, more than 56% (representing half of the Latinos) of all Latinos offenders were sentenced (Urbina & Álvarez, 2016). Having said that, it's important to note that all the courts that sentenced the Latinos are located along the border between the US and Mexico; with western courts sentencing 15%, the southern courts sentencing 17%, the southern district of California courts sentenced 6%, the district of Arizona sentenced 11% and the district and the district f New Mexico sentenced 6% (Philbin et al., 2018).
Of all the Latinos sentenced in various federal courts, existing evidence has shown that 70% (representing seven in every 10) were illegal immigrants. According to Light & Ulmer, (2016) the rise of Latino federal offenders when compared to other races in the United States is because of two border security and enforcement programs. The first border security and enforcement program was the 1994 operation GateKeeper initiative by President Clinton (Philbin et al., 2018). With this program, the United States government intended to restore security and safety along the busiest border crossing in the United States by employing sophisticated technology such as underground sensors and face recognition with the help of human resources. As a result, the program was able to identify many illegal immigrants with most of them being Latinos. This led to an increased number of Latinos being incarnated due to violating federal laws. The second program was the operation streamline program that was signed by President Bush in 2005 (Light & Ulmer, 2016). This program was initially launched in Del Rio, Texas. With this program, the government intended to advocate a zero-tolerance policy that will lead to the conviction of all immigrants charged with violating border crossing laws. However, this program was marred with controversy especially given that the program involved taking immigrants in a group of more than 66 and subjecting them to fast-tracking through the federal system. For example, it's reported that while the cases involving the immigration issues only take two days to be decided in court, the cases involving the white-collar take 460 days and those of drug prosecution 333 days (Philbin et al., 2018). This shows that immigration laws which most often affect the Latinos are enforced more in the United States when compared to other laws such as drug laws that affect the general population.
The racial disparities in incarceration and sentencing based on state 
[bookmark: _Hlk46860735]Even though generally, the number of state prisoners is reported to declining as of 2010, a report by Pew center on the states in 2010 reported that inequalities in Latino incarceration remain a major problem in the State jails (Philbin et al., 2018). For example, the sentencing project study in 2010 showed that the number of Latinos being incarcerated in all states in the United States was twice that of whites. Also, the report showed that while 412 in every 1000 people being incarcerated in all the states in the U.S were whites, 742 of them were Latinos (Light & Ulmer, 2016). Moreover, Light & Ulmer, (2016) revealed that in every 6 Latinos born today, one of them is expecting to serve some time in prison. This projects that at least one out of 6 Latinos being born today is going to be a criminal even though the crimes that these Latinos will commit leading to their imprisonment was not predicted. In another study, it was reported that unlike whites (2%) the number of Latinos who were either in probation, jail, prison, or parole was approximately 4% (Wright, Turanovic & Rodriguez, 2016). A study by Light & Ulmer, (2016) also showed the states with disparate Latino incarceration rates, for example, Pennsylvania and Connecticut were reported to have shown more Latino to white incarceration ratios than the national average. From the statistics above, it's evident that generally, Latinos are incarnated at a higher rate when compared to other ethnic groups in the United States. The high rate of the incarceration of Latinos in various states can be associated with various factors. For example, the increased enforcement of various policies that directly impact the Latinos. Most Latin countries border the United States and as a result, most Latino immigrants used to illegally cross the border to come to the United States which is believed to be a land of many opportunities. However, increased enforcement of border control policies has led to many Latinos being apprehended thus increasing the number of Latinos being incarcerated.  
Implications to future research
The findings of this paper open the mind of relevant stakeholders on the issues relating to the Latinos, for example, the issue of crime and their experiences with the criminal justice system in the United States. Ideally, there are some limitations in exploring the inequalities faced by Latinos in the criminal justice system in the United States. That is why future research should focus on advancing current knowledge regarding the Latino experiences within American society.


Conclusion
In the United States, the Latino population is one of the immigrant’s population that is growing at a higher rate. However, only a few criminological studies about the inequalities that the Latinos are facing in criminal justice exist. Currently, Latinos are the most incarcerated ethnic group in both the state and federal of the United States. For example, it's reported that 40% (representing four in every ten) of the offenders that were sentenced in federal courts in 2007 in the United States were Latinos. This figure is too high when compared to the whites and black populations who were 27% and 23% respectively. Regarding the state rates of incarceration, the sentencing project study in 2010 showed that the number of Latinos being incarcerated in all states in the United States was twice that of whites. Also, the report showed that while 412 in every 1000 people being incarcerated in all the states in the U.S were whites, 742 of them were Latinos. This shows that Latinos are subjected to inequalities in the criminal justice of the United States when compared to other ethnic groups living in the United States.
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